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By Lisa Pahl

Mt Barker’s peak 
residents’ group has not 
given up hope of having a 
town square developed, its 
new chairperson says.

Long-serving Mt Barker and 
District Residents’ Association 
member Douglas McCarty 
spearheaded the group’s 
campaign for the last large-
scale undeveloped block of 
land in the town’s CBD to 
be transformed into a public 
space.

The 1.1ha site was bought by 
Adelaide developer Emmett 
Property, putting an end to the 
group’s hopes of a town square 
and hotel development.

But as the association’s 
newly elected chairperson, Mr 
McCarty said the group still 
hoped to secure some kind of 
community use for at least 
part of the site.

“We are trying to follow up 
the work we did on the town 
square and hope we could have 
some interaction with the new 
owners or developers to try 
to maximise the community 
benefits from any proposal for 
the site,” he said.

Mr McCarty was appointed 
to the role late last month, 
replacing Dianne van Eck who 
stepped down but remains an 
executive member.

Advocate
Ms van Eck has been a vocal 

advocate for Mt Barker and its 
residents in the position for 
over a decade.

She was instrumental in 
the group’s campaign against 
the State Government’s 
controversial rezoning which 
is expected to see the town 
more than double in size.

Mr McCarty said it was the 
rezoning that prompted him to 
join the group eight years ago 
and issues with development 

remained an area of concern 
for its members.

“We know there are problems 
with infrastructure such as 
stormwater and sewerage and 
we are certainly there to help 
people if they have problems,” 
he said.

Securing more support 
for arts and culture, and 
particularly for cultural 
events, was also an ongoing 
priority, Mr McCarty said.

He said the association 
played a “really important 
part in the democratic 
process” by giving residents 
a voice, especially when they 
disagreed with decisions made 
at all levels of government.

“It isn’t just up to those who 
are paid to do a job or are 
elected by the community to 
make the decisions,” he said.

“It’s incumbent on everyone 
in the community to 
participate in the creation of 
their community.”

Mt Barker and District Residents’ Association new chairperson Douglas McCarty remains hopeful a 
town square be developed in Mt Barker’s CBD and says it remains one of the group’s focuses.

Plan squarely in hands of community

By Melissa Keogh

Rural landholders are closer to being 
allowed to establish small-scale ventures 
such as cafés, galleries and cellar doors 
on their farms, following the Mt Barker 
Council’s decision to move on a rural 
zoning overhaul.

Councillors last week voted for the Rural 
Development Plan Amendment (DPA) to be 
forwarded to the State Government for final 
approval.

The DPA allows small-scale development of 
home-based industries outside the district’s 
towns.

The overhaul was drafted early last year 
before being knocked back by Councillors in 
August, who were concerned the Environment 
Protection Authority (EPA) had not yet signed 
off on the proposal.

After more than six months, discussions 
between the council, EPA, and the Department 
of Planning, Transport and Infrastructure 
have been finalised.

The council’s general manager of planning 
and development, Greg Waller, said the revised 
DPA had strengthened policies within the 
watershed overlay area to ensure its protection.

The Mt Lofty Watershed area contains water 
catchments which provide 60% of Adelaide’s 
water supply.

“What we have done is write a policy that 
says the watershed overlay is of appropriate 
importance, the fact that you’re now in a rural 
zone is of secondary importance,” Mr Waller 
said. “It just makes it really clear that the 
watershed controls are paramount.”

The DPA allows for second dwellings – such 
as a granny flat – to be built on rural titles 
as long as it’s within 15m of the main house 
and shares the same power, water and septic 
systems.

Mr Waller said this ensured the land cannot 
be subdivided yet encouraged family members 
to stay on the farm. 

“There’s a lot of people who have grown up on 
their small farm and are wanting to retire and 
they want their children to live on the site,” he 
said.

Value-adding projects, such as restaurants, 
shops and farm gate sales can be built on rural 
land as long as they complement the main 
source of a farm’s primary production income.

A 10-guest limit applies for accommodation 
within the watershed zone, and 20 guests 
outside the zone. The 75-seat limit for 
restaurants remains in place.

The future redevelopment of legendary artist 
Sir Hans Heysen’s Hahndorf property, The 
Cedars, has also been acknowledged.

The Hans Heysen Foundation is hoping to 
build a multi-million dollar cultural precinct 
which could potentially include a multi-
purpose art gallery, function centre, studios, 
and a restaurant, cafe and shop.

Council restrictions
Under the revised DPA, The Cedars is exempt 

from a number of restrictions including the 
10-guest limit on accommodation.

Mr Waller said this ensured The Cedars 
precinct could be developed without running 
into council restrictions in the future, but he 
stressed it was “not a matter of giving them a 
free go”.

Future development at The Cedars must 
meet a number of criteria including connecting 
to existing wastewater treatment facility at 
Hahndorf.

Cr Carol Bailey supported the Rural DPA in 
belief it would help protect rural land.

“This will protect the rural land to a better 
degree and a greater extent than before,” she 
said.

“Yes, it does allow some more building but it’s 
very limiting and it’s going to be quite difficult 
to put up a building unless they are joined to or 
using the same system.”

Two of the 10 Councillors, Susan Hamilton 
and Jeff Bettcher, opposed sending the Rural 
DPA to the State Government for approval.

Rural business given boost
Council pushes for farm-based growth


