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Mt Barker and District Residents’ Association treasurer Douglas McCarty hopes part of the last undeveloped block in Mt Barker’s town centre can be developed into a town square.

BIG W SITE 'LAST CHANCE’ TO SECURE TOWN SQUARE
By Lisa Pahl
A group of Mt Barker residents
wants part of the last undeveloped
block in the town centre set aside for
a town square that could host major
events for up to 1800 people.
The Mt Barker and District Residents’
Association has called on landowner
Woolworths to revise its plans for the
land to incorporate up to one-third for a
community development.
It wants the Mt Barker Council to

create a paved square with seating and
trees fronting Morphett Street to host
markets, expos and concerts.
The land, bordered by Hutchinson,
Morphett and Stephen streets and
Druids Avenue, was originally earmarked
for a $40m multi-storey shopping centre
featuring a Big W store and smaller
specialty shops. That development failed
to gain council support in 2012 and no
subsequent plans have been lodged with
the council.
Association treasurer Douglas McCarty
said watching a video of a town square
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in Tuscany being transformed for a major
concert gave him the idea to try for a
similar public space in Mt Barker.
He said Mt Barker lacked a “heart” and
all other areas of public space were too
far from the retail centre.

Undeveloped site
“In the bustling centre of the town
we want something that’s going to be a
people space for social activities in that
it’s a place to sit and socialise, it’s even a
public transport interchange with all the
buses stopping there,” Mr McCarty said.
It was also the last undeveloped
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site in the centre of town and the last
opportunity to create a public place, he
said.
“This is our last chance,” Mr McCarty
said. “This is our last piece of ﬂat land
suitable for this type of town square in
Mt Barker’s town centre and if we lose it
we lose it forever.”
The group also wants privately
owned buildings on the Morphett and
Hutchinson Street corner acquired by
the council, the State Government or the
community to add to the square.
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